Much of this book has been writtenl to instruct the patient but it should be read by all practising dermatologists. It could also be read with profit by all practising clinicians.
Biochmistry of Skin in Health and Diseas
by Christopher Carruthers PhD American Lecture Series No. 505 pp xviii +263 illustrated $9.75 Springfield, ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 This is one of the books in the 'Living Chemistry Series' and the object is to advance the newer knbwledge of chemical medicine in the fidld of clinical practice. During the last decade, particu-*larly, clinicians have realized the increasing importance of biochemistry and, since the skin is so easily accessible, it is being studied extensively by the newer physical and chemical techniques. The electron microscope is an important tool in unravelling problems and the first chapter gives a full review of the ultrastructure of human epidermis and hair follicles. Each chapter is essentially a self-contained review of modem research on different aspects of the skin and the author assumes that the reader has more than a basic knowledge of biochemistry and biophysics. The chapters deal with keratinization and proteins; pigmentation; lipid composition; enzymes; water, minerals, pH and sweat; connective tissue; human hair; and finally a chapter on biochemical changes occurring in patients with various dermatosespsoriasis, dermatomyositis, pemphigus; lupus erythematosus; scleroderma and xanthomatosis. There is a very full bibliography at the end of each chapter, but this book is essentially for the research worker rather than for the clinical dermatologist. Portugal. The whole field of abdominal cancer is covered, each chapter being a comprehensive review of the pathological, clinical and therapeutic aspects of its subject. Operative techniques are given in considerable detail. The text is well in-dexed, and a full bibliography is given. The reader will thus find in it a very complete compendium of up-to-date information, together with pointers to further study.
Despite the multiplicity of authors, the editors have achieved an excellent balance between articles. The illustrations are mostly of a high standard, though in some instances they fall short of what we have been accustomed to expect from American sources.
The only major criticism is that some of the chapters could be reduced in length without diminishing-their value. No doubt some tailoring in this direction will be considered in the preparation of a new edition.
The book is beautifullyproducedand, everything considered, the high pnrce of 112 is probably justified but it puts the book beyond the range of possibility for most young surgeons.
Neurological Ex non in Clinicl Practice by Edwin R BickerstaffmD(Birm) macP(London) pp x+357 illustrated SOs Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publcations 1963
There was a need for a new book on the methods of neurological examination and the author has filled this gap excellently. The book is written primarily for postgraduate students but even experienced physicians may learn from it. The descriptions of the methods-of examination and the deductions which can be made from abnormal signs are clear and the style of writing is pleasantly informal. The chapters on the, indications for specialized investigations such as neuro-radiology and electro-diagnostic procedures are among, the best and will be of considerable help to those responsible for a decision on whether to transfer patients to neurological units for further investigation. The author can be congratulated on writing such a useful book. Malaria eradication is the extermination of the malaria parasites of man in the population of a large area. It is being pursued in countries containing about a third of the world's population. It does not mean the eradication of mosquitoes that transmit malaria in the relevant area. This is the first textbook devoted to the subject. Written by the first director of the division of malaria eradication of the World Health Organization it is designed for professional malariologists and also for the very many othe who may instigate, carry out and be concerned with policies of malaria eradication. This is an interesting and exciting book.
